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Embracing artificial intelligence (AI) in architecture revolutionizes the 

design process, construction methods, and the functionality of built 

environments. AI's capacity to analyze vast datasets and generate 

insights enhances design efficiency and sustainability. It fosters 

creativity by offering novel design solutions through generative 

algorithms. Furthermore, AI streamlines construction processes, 

reducing costs and improving safety. Inhabiting AI-driven spaces 

provides occupants with personalized experiences and optimized 

comfort. However, ethical considerations regarding data privacy and 

algorithmic bias must be addressed. Overall, integrating AI into 

architecture promises a future of innovation and improved living 

standards, demanding a balance between technological advancement 

and human-centric design principles.
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HISTORICAL APPLICATIONS ON PAR WITH PRESENT AI TECHNIQUES
Ancient people relied on a combination of ingenuity, observation, trial and error, and sometimes even rudimentary forms of scientific understanding to function things. While they did not 

have artificial intelligence as we know it today, they developed various techniques, tools, and systems to accomplish tasks that we now often rely on AI for.

1. Astronomy and Navigation

Ancient civilizations such as the Greeks, Egyptians, and Maya developed sophisticated astronomical knowledge and navigation techniques without the aid of AI. They observed the stars, 

moon, and sun, and developed calendars and navigation tools such as the astrolabe and sextant to guide their travels.

2. Engineering and Architecture

The construction of massive structures as the Pyramids of Giza, Stonehenge, or the Roman aqueducts required advanced engineering skills. Ancient engineers adopted principles of 

mathematics, physics, and geometry to design and build these monuments, often relying on trial and error and manual labor.

3. Medicine

Ancient healers and physicians developed medical practices based on observations and accumulated knowledge of herbs, plants, and their effects on the human body. While their 

understanding of biology was limited compared to modern medicine, they still managed to develop effective treatments for various ailments.

4. Communication

Before the invention of writing, ancient people used oral traditions to pass down knowledge and stories. With the development of writing systems such as cuneiform, hieroglyphics, and the 

Phoenician alphabet, they were able to record information, communicate across distances, and preserve knowledge for future generations.

5. Artificial Intelligence-like tasks

While they did not have AI algorithms, ancient people developed systems for tasks that AI now assists with, such as automation. For example, the Greeks invented the first known vending 

machine, which dispensed holy water in temples when a coin was inserted. Similarly, the ancient Chinese invented mechanical puppet theaters and other automated devices.
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History Of Advance 
Technology and 
Architecture 
Symbiosis
Sigiriya in Sri Lanka embodies a 

successful merger of technology and 

tropical architecture. The site showcases 

advanced hydraulic systems for water 

management, open designs for natural 

cooling in the tropical climate, and rock-

carved structures that utilize the natural 

environment. Integration with the 

landscape, adaptation to monsoon 

patterns, and a harmonious blend of 

cultural and climatic considerations further 

emphasize the seamless symbiosis of 

technology and tropical architectural 

principles at Sigiriya. This historical site 

stands as a testament to the ingenuity of 

ancient architects in creating a sustainable 

and culturally rich environment.
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History Of Advance 
Technology and 
Architecture 
Symbiosis
The Hanging Gardens of Babylon, although 

their historical existence is debated, are 

often associated with a merger of 

technology and tropical architectural 

principles. The gardens are believed to 

have featured an advanced irrigation 

system, possibly involving a chain pump, 

to lift water from the Euphrates River to 

multiple terraces. The terraced 

architecture, resembling tropical design, 

created varied microclimates to support 

diverse plant life. Plant selection, 

arrangement, and the cultural significance 

of the gardens further underscore the 

blend of technology and creativity, 

showcasing an early understanding of 

ecological considerations in architectural 

design. Despite uncertainties about their 

existence, the Hanging Gardens symbolize 

an intriguing fusion of ancient technology 

and innovative architecture to create a 

lush oasis in an arid landscape.
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History Of Advance 
Technology and 
Architecture 
Symbiosis
The construction of the pyramids of Egypt, 

notably the Great Pyramid of Giza, is 

attributed to the ingenuity and organizational 

skills of ancient Egyptian society. 

Mainstream scholars emphasize the use of 

sophisticated engineering techniques, such 

as wooden sledges, ramps, and levers, to 

quarry, transport, and position the massive 

stone blocks. With a centralized government 

capable of mobilizing large labor forces, the 

ancient Egyptians coordinated vast 

construction projects, reflecting the cultural 

and religious significance of pyramids as 

tombs for pharaohs. While alternative 

theories suggesting lost or advanced 

technologies exist, they lack empirical 

evidence, with the mainstream view 

highlighting human innovation and 

craftsmanship in creating enduring 

monuments that stand as testaments to 

ancient civilizations' capabilities.
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AI in Architecture Beyond Automation
Artificial Intelligence, with its ability to process vast amounts of data, analyze complex patterns, and generate novel solutions, has the potential to revolutionize the 

architectural design process. AI can go beyond mere automation and assist architects in making informed decisions based on data-driven insights. Machine 

learning algorithms can analyze climate data, historical building performance, and user behavior to optimize designs for energy efficiency, comfort, and 

functionality.
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Enhanced User Experience
AI-driven technologies can enhance the user experience within architectural spaces. 

Smart building systems, enabled by AI, can adapt to occupant preferences, optimizing 

lighting, temperature, and air quality in real-time. This not only improves comfort but 

also contributes to energy efficiency. Imagine a Tropical Modernist residence that 

learns from its inhabitants, adjusting its internal environment to cater to their habits 

and preferences, fostering a deeper connection between architecture and its users.

Synergy in Sustainability
The fusion of Tropical Modernism and AI holds tremendous promise for sustainable 

architecture. AI can analyze local climate data, predicting temperature variations, 

wind patterns, and solar exposure. By integrating this information into the design 

process, architects can optimize building orientation, incorporate passive cooling 

strategies, and select materials that enhance thermal performance. The result is a 

harmonious synthesis of traditional wisdom and cutting-edge technology, creating 

structures that respond intelligently to their environment while minimizing ecological 

impact.
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Innovation in Form and Function
AI's ability to process vast design possibilities and generate innovative solutions can 

push the boundaries of architectural form. By leveraging generative design algorithms, 

architects can explore a myriad of design alternatives that adhere to Tropical 

Modernist principles while introducing novel and unexpected elements. This creative 

synergy can result in iconic structures that redefine the aesthetic language of Tropical 

Modernism, capturing the essence of the local context while pushing the envelope of 

design innovation.

Challenges and Considerations
While the collaboration between Tropical Modernism and AI presents exciting 

possibilities, it is essential to acknowledge and address potential challenges. These 

include ethical considerations in AI, the need for interdisciplinary collaboration, and 

the importance of preserving cultural identity amidst technological advancements. 

Striking a balance between tradition and innovation is crucial to ensure that the 

fusion of Tropical Modernism and AI remains rooted in a deep understanding of local 

contexts.
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Suggestions for Keynote Speakers 
Sri Lankan
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Raj Somadeva
Raj Somadeva, hailing from Sri Lanka, is a prominent archaeologist 

renowned for his groundbreaking research in South Asian 

archaeology. With a career spanning decades, he has excavated 

numerous sites, shedding light on the island nation's rich historical 

heritage. His work has contributed significantly to our 

understanding of ancient civilizations in the region, particularly the 

Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa periods. Raj's passion for 

preserving cultural heritage has earned him accolades 

internationally, making him a leading figure in Sri Lanka's 

archaeological community.

Channa Daswatte
Channa Daswatte, an esteemed architect, is celebrated for his 

visionary contributions to contemporary architectural design. With 

a career marked by innovation and sensitivity to cultural context, 

his creations seamlessly blend modern aesthetics with traditional 

Sri Lankan architectural elements. Renowned for his sustainable 

approach, he has designed iconic structures that harmonize with 

their surroundings while incorporating eco-friendly practices. His 

work has garnered international acclaim, earning him a reputation 

as a pioneering force in the architectural landscape of Sri Lanka 

and beyond.
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Day Program - 27th September 2024

Duangrit Bunnag

M O R N I N G  

Raj Somadeva

Rene Tan 

E V E N I N G

Carlo Ratti

Channa Daswatte

Sameep Padora



Day Program - 28th September 2024

M O R N I N G  

Tan Loke Mun

Unassigned

E V E N I N G

Vo Trong NghiaRafiq Azam

Unassigned

Robert Powel



Thematic Illustrations of Inspiration 

These illustration can be used to construct a wholistic idea on the approach 

considering the central components of the theme AI, Tropical Modernism, 

Architecture and Resilient Design.  
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Logo Design

Iconography Ideas  

Arranging the tropical and AI elements in a way that maintains visual balance and harmony.

Incorporating small, symbolic elements related to AI within the overall design. This could be in the form of 
geometric shapes or patterns reminiscent of circuitry.

Arranging the tropical and AI elements in a way that maintains visual balance and harmony.
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Thank You!
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